Vancomycin resistant enterococci are increasingly being isolated from inpatients. This report describes the colonial variation present in most isolates of vancomycin resistant Enterococcus faecium obtained at this hospital. Colonial variants within the same culture were indistinguishable by antimicrobial susceptibility, biochemical reactions, and ribotyping. Failure to appreciate this colonial variation will lead to pure cultures being regarded as contaminated or mixed.
Abstract
Vancomycin resistant enterococci are increasingly being isolated from inpatients. This The carbohydrate fermentation and other biochemical tests included in API STREP did not reveal any biochemical differences between the two colonial types of any isolate tested. Furthermore, using a standard controlled disc-diffusion method, we found no differences in antimicrobial susceptibilities between the two colonial types of any isolate tested. Ribotyping did not distinguish between the two colonial types of E faecium E227, an isolate from the bile of a liver transplant recipient.
Discussion
The 
